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Hispanic Studies 308-01

Locating U.S. Latina/o Studies:  An Interdisciplinary Approach

Macalester College

Fall 2008

MWF 12:00-1:00 pm

HUM 227

Instructor:
Galo F. Gonzalez

Office:

HUM 218

Office Hours:
MWF 1:10-2:10 pm, or by appointment

Telephone:
651-696- 6133

Emails:

gonzalez@macalester.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

According to the U. S. Census (July 2006), the U.S. Latino population totaled 44.3 million people or 14.8% of the total population of the United States. In the past two decades, the Twin Cities has become home to large numbers of Latina/o immigrants. Between 2005 and 2015 the population of Hispanic/Latino origin is expected to increase 47% in Minnesota. It will become essential for our students to gain cultural competence if they are to become active citizens.

Hispanic Studies 308 is an interdisciplinary and service-learning approach to the study of Puerto Rican, Mexican, Cuban, Caribbean, Central American, and Latin American communities in the US.  The course “Locating U.S. Latina/o Studies” will introduce students not only to the interconnections between diverse Latina/o communities but also the differences that sometimes divide them.

The course will consist of a series of literary and theoretical readings produced by authors, scholars, activists and cultural artists who have been working on issues concerning the Latina/o community in the U. S.  The readings will serve as the basis for student discussion and reflection on topics brought about by each author, scholar or artist.  Some of the topics of the course may include: What is Latina/o Studies?; Conceptualizing the Latino/Hispanic Experience in the U.S; Legacy of the Conquest; Negotiation of Latino Identity (Mexican/Chicano, Puerto Rican, and Cuban experiences); Concepts of Race; Socio-Historical Perspectives on Immigration and Identity; Identity Politics: Performance Arts, and Latin@s in the Media; Language, Gender and Sexuality; Family, Education, Work and Health.


Hispanic Studies 308 as a service-learning course expects that students will volunteer three hours per week in a Latina/o community organization.  Through the service learning component, students are expected to attain the following objectives:

a. Students will examine their own social position and points of privilege in relation to the dilemmas affecting the Latina/o community in Minnesota;

b. Students will critically examine their role and civic responsibility in relation to issues such as citizenship, economic and social justice, and social change;

c. Students will analytically integrate their experience working in the community with theories presented in the course readings through structured reflection, class discussions, essays and presentations;

d. Students will reflect and reach their own conclusions about their experience with the class and the organization to determine how their understanding of themselves and their own culture has changed in relation to their understanding of “the other”.

To ensure a successful service-learning experience, Hispanic Studies 308 will implement a process of structured and guided reflection throughout the semester to help students make the connection between the course content and its relationship to the service work.  To this end, students will keep an electronic journal on “Hisp 308-01 Moodle” site.

A criterion for the selection of service placements is fundamental to the objectives of our service-learning course.  We believe that our main partners in this new endeavor, Centro (http://www.centromn.org), and Casa de Esperanza (http://www.casadeesperanza.org), plus other organizations listed on our course Moodle site, meet relevant academic and civic learning objectives.  Our goal is to engage in a reciprocal relationship with them, helping students develop deeper understanding of the dilemmas of the Latina/o community while, at the same time, students build up knowledge by learning from and within the community.

1. Centro's project “Strong and Healthy Families” builds on the Latino/a cultural tradition of interdependence among family members.  Centro serves the community through programs such as mental health services; bilingual counseling and family planning; youth development: health and sexuality; maternity counseling and support for young mothers; nutrition information and counseling; adult literacy classes in Spanish (with the Mexican Consulate); an all day Preschool bilingual program, and more. For more information contact Roxana Linares (rlinares@centromn.org) or Sandra Reyes (sreyes@centromn.org), (612) 874-1412.

 2. Casa de Esperanza is a bicultural women-of-color organization whose mission is to mobilize Latina/o communities to end domestic violence.  The main services provided for Casa include: two Information Centers in the Twin Cities, a shelter, and research projects and workshops for and by Latinas.  Casa has a holistic approach to end domestic violence based on the social capital theory of change. For more information contact Amber Hanson (ahanson@casadeesperanza.org), (651) 646-5553 x108.


The service learning component for this class has the support of the Associate Director of the Civic Engagement Center at Macalester, Paul Schadewald (schadewlad@macalester.edu), X 6747.

Required texts (available at the Macalester College textbook store):

Theory:

· Romero, Mary, Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, and Vilma Ortiz, eds.  Challenging Fronteras: Structuring Latina and Latino Lives in the U.S.  New York/London: Routledge, 1997.  

Fiction:

· Junot Diaz.  Drown.  New York:  Riverhead Books, 1997.  ISBN: 1-57322-606-8
· Alberto Fuguet, and Edmundo Paz Soldán.  Se habla español.  México, D. F.: Alfaguara, 2000.

· Achy Obejas.  We came all the way from Cuba so you could dress like this?  Pittsburgh, PA:  Cleis Press Inc., 1994.

· Ernesto Quiñones.  Bodega Dreams.  A Novel.  New York:  Vintage, 2000.

· Tomás Rivera.  ...y no se lo tragó la tierra.   Houston, TX:  Piñata Books, 1996.
On Library Reserve:

· Suzanne Oboler.  Ethnic Labels, Latino Lives.  University of Minnesota Press, 1995.

· Juan Gonzalez.  Harvest of Empire. A History of Latinos in America.  Pinguin Books, 2000.

Please note:  All other required course readings will be placed on electronic reserve and will be available through the course Moodle site.

Evaluation

The evaluation is based on the following requirements:  an Electronic Journal; 2 Exams; and a Final Project conceived in three stages:  proposal, first draft, and final essay.

1.
Attendance and Participation 

20%

2.
Electronic Journal


10%

3.
Exams (2)



30%

4.
Final Project



40%

COURSE POLICIES:

· Attendance and participation (20%):  Regular, prompt attendance is essential to the successful completion of this course and will be reflected in your final grade for the class.  There is a grace period of 3 unexcused absences; thereafter, 2 points (1/5 of a letter grade) will be dropped from your final grade with each unexcused absence.  Illness, ceremonies, funerals, and participation in athletic events may be excused if written proof is presented beforehand.  In the event of special circumstances or in case of emergency, please contact the instructor immediately. If an absence is completely unavoidable, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what was covered in class and to obtain any materials and/or other details regarding the assignments for the next class session.  You are an integral part of the class structure, and if you are absent, you will be missed. Your participation grade, which is directly linked to your attendance, takes into account your willingness to actively participate in class activities and discussion, as well as your general level of preparation for the course. Service learning attendance is an integral part of the course.  Students must inform Site Supervisors and instructors, in the event of an absence.

· Electronic Journal (10%):  This exercise is linked to the service learning component of the course.  To this end, students will choose from one of the following Twin Cities Hispanic/Latin@ organizations:  Centro, Casa de Esperanza, or any other organization (listed on our Moodle page).  Throughout the semester, students will write and maintain an electronic journal, available on Moodle, analyzing and/or reflecting on pertinent connections between students’ service learning experiences, readings, and class discussions.

· Exams (2) (30%):  This course includes two “in-class, essay-style, open-book-exams” to be administered during the first and second half of the semester respectively.  The exams will cover the readings, lectures and any other information incorporated in class discussions, of course, all related to topics and themes treated during the course of the semester.  The specific dates for the exams are announced in the course calendar. Barring any unforeseen personal catastrophe or excused absence (see above), no exam may be made up unless you notify your instructor before (or in case of dire emergency, immediately after) the exam day, and you present a documented excuse.

· Final Project (40%):  The Final Project involves four components spaced throughout the semester.  Detail description for the final project is available on “Hisp 308-01 Moodle” site.    These assignments will help students to begin an early start on their final projects to avoid rushing at the end of the semester.

Clase Activities:  During the semester, students may have opportunities to attend events involving topics or issues related to U.S. Latina/o Studies.  These events will be announced in class and through Moodle.   Attendance to these events may be mandatory.

GRADING SCALE:

A = 93-100%

B+= 87-89%

C+= 77-79%

D+= 67-69%

A-= 90-92%

B = 83-86%

C = 73-76%

D = 63-66%




B-= 80-82%

C-= 70-72%

D-= 60-62%

NC (no credit) = less than 60%

Please be sure to allow yourself sufficient time to complete 

assignments to the best of your ability.
	PLEASE NOTE: I take academic dishonesty (i.e., cheating or plagiarism) or the mere appearance thereof very seriously.  For further information regarding Macalester’s rules of academic honesty, please refer to this web site:

http://www.macalester.edu/~dstudent/handbook/academic_policies.html.




Course Calendar

Please note:  Unless otherwise stated, all assignments are due the class period for which they are listed.  Schedule may change according to the needs of the class

What is U.S. Latina/o Studies?

week 1

8/27
Class introduction

8/29
Tommy Woon, Dean of the Department of Multicultural Life, Macalester

**Brief workshop on self-reflection and cultural competency in working with culturally different groups in the community.

Peggy McIntosh, “White Privilege and Male Privilege,” Feminist Frontiers: 9-16 (Hand out).
week 2

9/1

Labor Day Break
9/3
Service Learning:  “Goals, Sites, Selection of sites, and Information”

Roxana Linares, Centro, Education Department Director, and Professor Teresa Mesa, Hispanic Studies, Macalester.

Conceptualizing the Latino Experience: “You must be one of us”
9/5
Candence Nelson y Marta Tienda, “The Structuring  of Hispanic  Ethnicity.  Historical, and Contemporary Perspectives,” Challenging Fronteras: 7-29.


Francisco Piña, “Seven veces seven,” Se habla español. Voces latinas en USA: 169-175.

week 3

Legacy of Conquest

9/8
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, Document on line:

http://www.azteca.net/aztec/guadhida.html
Suzanne Oboler, “’So Far from God, So Close to the United States:’ The Roots of Hispanic Homogenization,” Challenging Frontera:  31-54.

9/10
J. Jorge Klor de Alva, “The Invention of Ethnic Origins and the Negotiation of Latino Identity, 1969-1981,” Challenging Fronteras:  156-157.

Negotiation of Latino Indentity:  Mexican/Chicano Experiences

9/12
Tomás Rivera,   . . .y no se lo tragó la tierra: 7-41.

week 4

9/15
Rivera,   . . . y no se lo tragó la tierra: 42-75.

9/17
Rivera,   . . . y no se lo tragó la tierra: 76-115.
9/19
Pierrette Hondagneau-Sotelo, “The History of Mexican Undocumented Settlement in the United States,” Challenging Fronteras:  115-134.


Rosario Conde, “El silbido,” Se habla español: 103-108.

Ignacio Padilla, “Desiertos tan amargos,” Se habla español: 135-140.

week 5

Socio-Historical Perspectives on Immigration and Identity: Puerto Rican Experience
9/22
Clara E. Rodríguez, “A Summary of Puerto Rican Immigration to the United States,” Challenging Fronteras:  101-113.


Mayra Santos Febres, “Tren,” Se habla español: 295-304.
9/24
Juan Flores, “Qué assimilated, Brother, Soy un asimilao:” The structuring of the Puerto Rican Identity in the U. S,” Challenging Fronteras: 175-186.


Giannina Braschi, “Blow up,” Se habla español: 365-346.
9/26
Ernesto Quiñónez, Bodega Dreams.  A Novel, Book I: 1-82.

week 6

9/29
Ernesto Quiñónez, Bodega Dreams.  A Novel, Book II: 83-157.

10/1
Ernesto Quiñónez, Bodega Dreams.  A Novel, Book II and III: 158-213.

Cuban Experience
10/3
María de los Angeles Torres, “Encuentros y Encontrazos: Homeland in the Politics and Identity of the Cuban Diaspora,” The Latino Studies Reader, 1998:  43-62. (Electronic reserve)


Ronaldo Menéndez, “Las palmeras detrás,” Se habla español: 25-34.
week 7

10/6
Achy Obejas, “We Came All the Way from Cuba ...,” We Came All the Way ...: 113-131. 

10/8
Obejas, “The Spouse,” and “Man Oh Man,” We Came All the Way ...: 83-90; 73-80.

10/10
In-class exam (Open book)

week 8

Identity Politics:  Literature, Performance Arts, and Latinas/os in the Media

10/13
Frances Aparicio and Susana Chávez-Silverman, Tropicalizations, 1997: “Introduction.” (on reserve)


In-class screening: John Leguizamo, Mambo Mouth, 1992

10/15
Luis E. Guarnizo, “Los Dominicanyorks: The Making of a Binational Society,” Challenging Fronteras:  161-174.

Junot Diaz, “Negocios,” Drown:  163-208.

Fall Mid-term Break: October 17-19
week 9
10/20
Junot Diaz, “Fiesta,” Drown:  21-43.

10/22
Frances R. Aparicio, “Jennifer as Selena:  Rethinking Latinidad in Media and Popular Culture,” Latino Studies, Vol. 1: Issue 1, March 2003:  91-105. (Electronic reserve)


Out-of-class film screening:  Gregory Nava, Selena, 1997. (on reserve)

Politics of Language 

10/24
Max J. Castro, “The Politics of Language in Miami,” Challenging Fronteras:  279-296.

Gustavo Escanlar, Pequeño diccionario Spanglish ilustrado,” Se habla español: 35-50.

**Final Project Proposal Due
week 10
11/27
Lisa García Bedolla, “The Identity Paradox: Latino Language, Politics and Selective Dissociation,” Latino Studies, Vol. 1: Issue 1, March 2003:  264-283. (Electronic reserve)


Panel of young Latin@s from Mac

11/29
Joaquín Garrido, “Spanglish, Spanish and English.” An International Conference on Spanglish. Amherst College, April 2-3, 2004. (hand-out)


Ana Lydia Vega, “Pollito Chicken,” Omnibus (http://www.omni-bus.com/n4/pollito.html).


(Link in our Moodle site)

Gender and Sexuality
11/31
Ilán Stavans, “The Latin Phallus,” The Latino Studies Reader: 228-239. (Electronic reserve)

Junot Diaz, “Drown,” and “How to date…,” Drown:  89-107; and 143-149.

week 11

11/3
María P. Figueroa, “Resisting ‘Beauty’ and Real Women Have Curves,” Velvet Barrios, 2003:  265-282.  (on reserve)

In-class screening: Real Women Have Curves (Patricia Cardona, 2003)

(First 60 minutes)

11/5
María P. Figueroa, “Resisting ‘Beauty’ and Real Women Have Curves,” Velvet Barrios, 2003:  265-282.  (on reserve)

In-class screening: Real Women Have Curves (Cardona, 2003), last 20 minutes.

11/7
Ela Troyano, Carmelita Tropicana:  Your Kunst is your Waffen (1994) (Performance /Film).


Melanie Dorson, “Comedy Is Your Weapon: Performance Artist Carmelita Tropicana’s Oppositional Strategies,” http://sitemaker.umich.edu/mdorson/introduction.

week 12
Family, and Education

11/10
 Melissa Roderick, “Hispanics and Education,” An Agenda for the Twenty-First Century:  Hispanics in the United States, Ed. by Pastora San Juan and David W. Engstrom, 2006: 125-174. (Electronic reserve) 

11/12
Topic: “Latino Families and the Role of Education.”

Speaker:  Roxana Linares, Centro 


**Final project:  First  Draft Due
11/14
Kris W. Kobach, “A Sleeper Amnesty: Time to Wake Up from DREAM Act,” http://www.heritage.org/Research/Immigration/bg2069.cfm
Global Issues

week 13

11/17
Lourdes Portillo, Señorita Extraviada/Missing Young Woman (Documentary), http://www.lourdesportillo.com; and http://www.mujeresdejuarez.org/
11/19
William I. Robinson, “Why the Immigrant Rights Struggle Compels Us to Reconceptualize Both Latin American and Latino/a Studies,” Forum. Latin American Studies Association, Vol.XXXVIII, Issue 2, Spring 2007: 21-23. (Electronic reserve)

Julio Villanueva Chang, “We Are Not in Kansas Anymore,” Se habla español: 189-200.

11/21
Samuel P. Huntington, “The Hispanic Challenge,” Foreign Policy, March/April 2004: 30-45. (Electronic reserve)

week 14

12/24
Edmundo Paz Soldán/Alberto Fuguet, “Prólogo,” Se habla español: 13-22.
12/26
In-class exam (Open book) 

Thanksgiving Break: November 22-25

Week 15

12/1
Presentations

12/3
Presentations

12/5
Presentatios


Course-end evaluations

12/12
final project due  in hum 218 by 4:30pm
