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President’s Report

2004 was a relatively good year for the Northwest Section. Interest in the section via increased participation by individuals has been encouraging, although not dramatic. We now have a new Vice President, Ralph Dawes (Wenatchee Valley College) and three new state/province councilors, Frank Granshaw (OR-Portland CC), Jeff Tepper (WA-University Puget Sound) and Brett Gilley (B.C., Douglas College). We also have a new newsletter editor, Cassandra Strickland (Yakima Valley CC, Grandview campus) who successfully completed her first newsletter this fall (Sept. 2004). The section is still trying to find a state councilor for Idaho. In regards to total section membership, numbers appear to be up slightly from 2003. Interest in the section by membership has remained steady when considering the attendance and participation at the 2004 section conference in Wenatchee (see VP report below). Nonetheless, members are not knocking down the doors with suggestions or volunteerism toward NAGT-related activities.
From a state perspective, Washington continues to be most active in regards to section activity. Wenatchee Valley College was the host of this year’s conference and the OEST winner was nominated from Richland, Washington. Washington also has the highest number of members as section officers and state councilors. Oregon is showing promising signs of activity with the emergence of Frank Granshaw and a group of geoscience folks from the Portland area. Ron Metzger from Southwestern Oregon CC will be hosting the 2005 section conference in Coos Bay, Oregon. Alaska is still being actively represented by Cathy Connor (University of Alaska SE) but because of geographic detachment, Alaska’s full potential is difficult to tap (unfortunately!). The section still has fond memories of the 2003 meeting in Juneau and Cathy did a hell of a job! There are murmurs from British Columbia with the addition of Brett Gilley as second province councilor. Idaho remains a somewhat sore spot in that we have had historic difficulty getting anyone from the gem state to participate. However, there is hope! I have contacted Shawn Willsey (University of Southern Idaho), a new faculty member transplanted from California, and he appears interested in becoming a councilor. If we could get someone from northern Idaho to participate, we’d have every potato covered.
In summary, participation and interest continues to build slowly. From informal discussion with members, the primary interest remains in the annual section conference and section field trips. We are starting to see some activity toward K/12 recruitment (OSTA conference-Frank Granshaw), but aggressive K/12 recruitment by section members remains minimal.
Vice President’s Report 
The impression I gained at our annual section meeting is that the weakest link in the chain of public interest in earth science in this country, and in the practice of geological education, is in the high schools, where a century of dominance by biology, chemistry and physics has kept geological education outside the doors of many high schools. This is still the case in many high schools, school districts, and states, despite the fact that in the 1990s earth science was credited with equal standing among the sciences, in national standards for science in the schools. Therefore, we have a lot of work yet to do. With our experience as trained scientists and our knowledge of geology we should be helping to ensure that our K-12 schools include accurate, interesting, up-to-date earth science in their standardized assessments and their district-, region-, or state-wide curriculum plans. As educators, we should be gladly volunteering to help expose K-12 students to geology on field trips, in science fairs, and in classes that delve into earth science. As we do so, our pleasure in pursuing geology should show.

 

Our section membership is strongest at the college level, especially community colleges and regional (i.e. teaching-oriented) universities. One way to help grow our membership is to keep emphasizing the pleasure of going out and studying the earth, as exemplified by the fascinating field trips at our annual meetings. This year we found that there is a great bunch of geoscience educators in British Columbia who have joined recently, so let's all continue to be hospitable and keep the international cooperation going. As we get involved with teachers in our local schools, we need to tell them about NAGT and how it's inexpensive and fun. We need to look into making our annual meeting activities worth college credit in ways that K-12 teachers would find useful. With any luck, we can gain some more members from the high schools, middle schools, and elementary schools.

OEST Coordinator Report

The 2004 Pacific Northwest section OEST award this year went to Pat Ellis of Richland, Washington.  Pat has taught elementary school for 29 years and has made a lasting impact on many of her students.  In fact, she was nominated by a local geologist that works with the second grade class who additionally has had two of her children taught by Mrs. Ellis.  Pat is described as a passionate educator, life-long learner who continually strives to find new and exciting methods for getting students excited and involved in the learning process.   
State/Province Reports

Alaska: Alaska has numerous earth science conferences, seminars, etc., throughout 2003-2004. These events have been reported to the section and included in the newsletter. We continue to update the section of upcoming earth science educational activities for 2004-2005 and these activities can be viewed on the section website. 
British Columbia: Each year, province-wide geology departments meet for articulation. All post-secondary institutions send representatives to a discipline-based committee (such as geology) to discuss issues of content and course transfers between institutions (smoothing student transitions from two-year colleges to four-year programs). This year the meeting was hosted by Langara College in Vancouver. This year's session included local field trips, reports from institutions, and a report from a committee looking into the overlap between introductory physical geography and introductory geology courses. Next year's articulation will be held at Selkirk College in Castlegar, BC. For more information regarding the articulation process in BC go to: http://www.bccat.bc.ca/articulation/index.html
Idaho: no report

Oregon: The Northwest Section NAGT will have a booth at Oregon Science Teachers Association conference (10/8/04), in Salem, Oregon. Frank Granshaw is the NAGT NW Section representative and coordinator. Frank Granshaw will also be representing the NW Section at the national GSA in Denver. Finally, NAGT members and Portland area geology instructors met to discuss the issue of synchronizing their general geology sequences.  During this meeting there was talk about making this a statewide discussion between university and community college faculty that could involve NAGT.

Washington: Joe Hull will be representing the Northwest Section of NAGT at the National Science Teachers Association regional conference in Seattle (November 2004). Joe will attempt to meet various Pacific Northwest earth science K-12 teachers and exchange ideas and promote NAGT via the Northwest Section.
Membership Report

Membership in 2004 increased slightly from 2003. As of September, the total number of members had increased to 137, which can be directly attributed to new memberships following the 2004 annual meeting (June).
May 1999   
119

May 2000     
93

May 2001   
142

May 2002   
133

May 2003   
129

May 2004
127

Sept. 2004
137
Treasurer’s Report

Beginning Balance: 1/1/04 

$3369.00

Income:




$493.00

Expenses:



$142.00

Ending Balance: 6/30/04

$3720.00
 

Income

Rebate:




$381.00
Guide books sales:


$158.00
Interest:



$17.00
Total:




$493.00
Section Elections

A call for names for section officers and state/province councilors was made in the February 2003 newsletter for Spring 2004 elections. No names were submitted and no formal section election resulted. The president invoked “arm twisting” procedures to generate interest and several of the councilors continued on for another term (Joe Hull-WA, Cathy Connor-AK, Mary Lou Bevier-B.C., Bob Christman-Treasurer). Andy Buddington remained (by default) as section president and Dr. Ralph Dawes volunteered his name as section vice president. The president, vice president, and treasurer position nominations were approved at the section officers/councilors meeting during the 2004 section conference in Wenatchee. Scott Linneman and Ian MacGregor, national NAGT representatives, were in attendance at the 2004 Wenatchee conference. Three new state/province councilors (Frank Granshaw-OR, Jeff Tepper-WA, Brett Gilley-B.C.) were appointed by the president as was the section newsletter editor (Cassandra Strickland).

Section Newsletter

The section produced two newsletters in 2004 (spring and fall). With the appointment of a new newsletter editor (Cassandra Strickland), we have new enthusiasm and ideas for the section newsletter. Cassandra has begun to incorporate photos into the new format and the newsletter is evolving into a more informative publication with the purpose of “getting the word out” and attracting interest from our section members. It remains our primary method of section communication along with periodic emailings. Newsletters are posted on the section website. 
Annual Section Meeting/Conference
For the annual meeting of the Northwest Section of NAGT, 42 people registered. Well-received field trips, which generated lots of geological debate, delved into (1) the Tertiary stratigraphy and structure of the east-central Cascade Mountains and its broader regional implications, (2) Columbia River Basalts and sedimentary interbeds of the Wenatchee-Quincy area, with geochemical details correlated with structural flow features, (3) a traverse through the Channeled Scabland gorge of Moses Coulee to the Withrow moraine with its eskers and drumlins, (4) stratigraphic reinterpretation of the Methow Valley Mesozoic sequence based on unpublished mapping by the USGS, and (5) new interpretation of Pleistocene regional drainage reversal and a breached ice dam in the North Cascades mountains. The day of talks on the campus of Wenatchee Valley College featured an eclectic mix of geology education topics and geological research in eastern Washington, capped by a spirited talk by Scott Burns on wine and soil, with samples for tasting (of the wine only). The catered dinner on campus that evening ended with a guest presentation by William Layman on the role of the Columbia River in human history and culture, before and after the river was dammed. Two other events at the meeting were for relaxation and a bit of excitement: a dinner cruise on Lake Chelan and whitewater rafting on the Wenatchee River. The meeting provided a refreshing example of how, in geology, debates over unsolved problems are part of the fun.

Publications

The section continues to offer guidebooks (for sale) from the 1999-2004 conferences. The interest in these guidebooks has been encouraging and Joe Hull is actively working with conference organizers on consistency and how to have guidebooks prepared so they can be made easily available for sale. We are also looking into having a videotape from the 2003 Juneau conference available for sale. Guidebooks are available for purchase via the section website.

Section Web Site

The section website (http://www.csmt.ewu.edu/csmt/geol/thomson/nagt/nagtnw.html) is being actively maintained by Jenny Thomson (Eastern Washington University). The site has increased in size, i.e., the number of announcements and postings regarding section and statewide activities. There is an easy link to the national website. We have also posted photo galleries from the last two section conferences and a link to a series of short video clips from the Wenatchee 2004 field trips. These “educational & promotional” clips are produced by Tom Braziunas (North Seattle CC) and are of particularly good quality. 

