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GSA and NAGT are teaming up at the 98th Annual Meeting of the Cordilleran Section in Corvallis, 
Oregon…here’s your chance to become a part of it.   NAGT is sponsoring two theme sessions and two 
field trips during the meeting.  NAGT members are encouraged to submit abstracts for the theme 
sessions.  The web address for the initial program is  http://www.geosociety.org/sectdiv/cord/02cdmtg.htm. 
 
Anyone wishing to submit an abstract for the sessions described below must do so electronically, via 
the above web-site, by going to  http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2002CD/.  Abstracts are due by February 7, 2001.  
If you have any questions, please contact Peter Wampler at wamplerp@geo.orst.edu. 

 
 

From the President 

 
This newsletter contains a lot of exciting news and information and calls upon the membership for help 
in nominating new section officers and individuals deserving of the Outstanding Earth Science 
Teachers award.  Our section’s success relies on our membership and your participation in making 
important decisions like these.  Our section is entering an exciting phase - congratulations to our very 
own Jill Whitman for assuming the role of National NAGT President!   Also, after three very 
successful section meetings with fabulous field trips (Spokane, Portland and Seattle), we join now with 
the GSA at the Cordilleran section meeting in Corvallis, Oregon, from May 11 to 15, 2002.  Peter 
Wampler, our NAGT Liaison with GSA meeting organizers, has been working hard at getting theme 
sessions and field trips organized for our section members.  We encourage you to attend!  We also ask 
that you put June 2003 on your calendars for the following section meeting to be held in Juneau, 
Alaska.  Start planning now for what promises to be an excellent adventure.   My message to you is to 
attend the section meetings and get involved to allow for the continued success of our section! 
 

Jennifer Thomson, EWU, NAGT Pacific Northwest President 
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NAGT is sponsoring two theme sessions and K-16 educator field trips.  
There will also be a section luncheon.  Your attendance is requested!!  
The field trips, workshops, and theme sessions are outlined below.  For 
more information, contact Peter Wampler or one of the contacts below: 

 
Sweet Home, Oregon, Oligocene Flora Field Study for K-12 Teachers. 
Contact :Larry Enochs, (541) 737-1305  
 
Upper Willamette Watershed Integrated Environmental Field Study for K-
12 Teachers. Contact Steve Taylor, (503) 838-8398 
 
Parks and Plates: How Earth's Dynamic Forces Shape Our National Parks 
Contact: Bob Lillie, (541) 737-1242  
 

GSA Theme Sessions  
 

Parks, museums and outdoor classrooms provide a valuable 
avenue where the public can be encouraged to learn about 
geologic processes and how those processes affect their lives.  
With proper interpretation and teaching, participants with 
little or no training in geology can gain a basic understanding 

of mountain building, volcanism, earthquakes, and coastal processes. This session will bring together 
park naturalists, educators, and other professionals who engage the public in discussions about 
geology.  We are seeking talks that highlight effective presentations of geology to the general public, 
educators, and K-12 students.  It is hoped that some speakers will address communication issues 
between scientists and educators by posing the following questions: What types of resources do park 
and museum staffs desire from geologists?  How can geologists couch their results in terms most 
meaningful to educators?  What types of real-time observations by interpreters and educators can aid 
geologists? What kinds of partnerships between geologists and educators are most effective?  What 
ingenious techniques are being used for the interpretation of geology?  What successes and challenges 
in geology teaching and interpretation do we face in the Pacific Northwest? 
 
Contacts: Bob Lillie,  Department of Geosciences, OSU, (541) 737-1242, e-mail: lillier@geo.orst.edu 
Carolyn Driedger, USGS, Cascades Volcano Observatory, (360) 993-8900, e-mail: driedger@usgs.gov . 
 
This session will present innovative and exciting new 
approaches to earth science education.  Presenters will 
share some successes and challenges in developing 
new ways of teaching about the earth and the 
processes that shape it.  The World Wide Web 
(WWW) is rapidly becoming an invaluable tool in providing up to the minute information about 
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and other earth processes that can bring geology alive for students.  
Papers relating to WWW applications, distance education, computer applications, collaborative 
learning strategies, classroom, laboratory, and field activities are encouraged. 
 
Contacts: Peter Wampler, Department of Geosciences, OSU, (541) 737-1238, e-mail: wamplerp@geo.orst.edu  
Jeff Templeton, Western Oregon University, (503) 838-8858, e-mail: templej@www.wou.edu  



 
On the Web 

 
Below are two web sites that I use in my classes.  They contain a wealth of data and the on-line geology 
labs are really fun! Enjoy!  If you have others, e-mail me at wamplerp@geo.orst.edu 

 
PNSN Webicorder Displays -http://www.geophys.washington.edu/SEIS/PNSN/WEBICORDER/welcome.html  
 
This site contains information on Pacific Northwest earthquake activity and hazards from the Pacific 
Northwest Seismograph Network (PNSN), which operates seismograph stations and locates 
earthquakes in Washington. The PNSN is operated jointly by the University of Washington and several 
other northwest institutions, and is funded by the US Geological Survey (USGS), the Department of 
Energy, and the State of Washington.  
 
Geology Labs on-line  - http://vcourseware5.calstatela.edu/GeoLabs 
 
Geology Labs On-Line is a comprehensive project to develop web-based lab activities that enhance the 
learning and teaching of geology and other earth and environmental science topics for introductory 
college and high school courses. These "virtual" labs are interactive, so students learn by "doing" and 
not just clicking and viewing. 
 

Executive Meeting Summary 
 
The National NAGT Executive Committee along with many section presidents got together at the 
National GSA Meeting held in Boston on November 4, 2001 from 1 pm to 5 pm.  Following 
introductions, National officers and section presidents summarized their annual reports to the 
Executive Committee.  The big news for our section is that Jill Whitman has assumed the role of the 
National NAGT President!  Way to go Jill!!  The other news for NAGT is that we will need a new 
Executive Director in place by May 2002, for a Seattle GSA transfer from the current Executive 
Director (Bob Christman).  Keep your eyes and ears open for the Earthscope Program 
(http://www.earthscope.org).   Also, if you haven’t checked out DELESE (http://www.dlese.org), do 
so!  It is the Digital Library for Earth System Education.   
 
 

2003 Northwest Section Meeting 
Juneau, Alaska 

Preliminary Announcement 
 
The Northwest Section is actively planning the 2003 section meeting. We are pleased to announce that 
the 2003 meeting will be hosted by the University of Alaska Southeast in Juneau, Alaska. This 
conference promises to offer exciting field trips, both pre- and post-meeting adventures. Plan now to 
experience the spectacular geology of southeastern Alaska! Dates for the conference have not been 
finalized; however, we are considering staying with the late June format that has been adopted for past 
conferences. If you are interested in volunteering with any of the planning, or if you have questions (or 
comments) regarding this meeting, please contact Andy Buddington 
(abuddington@scc.spokane.cc.wa.us) or Cathy Conner (cathy.conner@uas.alaska.edu). 

 



 
Call For Nominations – Section Officers 

 
Terms for the current section officers are nearing an end.  Andy Buddington (current Section VP) has 
decided, after much prodding, to run for President.  This is a call for nominations for the other elected 
positions (Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer).  If you wish to run for one of these positions or wish to 
nominate someone else, please send their names and email addresses to Jennifer Thomson, Geology 
Dept., Eastern Washington University, Cheney, WA, 99004 by March 1, 2002 
Jennifer.Thomson@mail.ewu.edu.  An election will soon follow and new officers will be in place by the 
Spring GSA/NAGT meeting.  
 
 

Another Successful Section Meeting!! 
 
The Pacific Northwest Section meeting was held from June 21 - 24, 2001, at Bellevue Community 
College.  It was organized and co-hosted by Bellevue Community College, North Seattle Community 
College, and Seattle Central Community College.  Our sincere thanks go to Rob Viens (BCC), Joe Hull 
(NSCC), and Tracy Furutani (SCCC) for their efforts in organizing an excellent conference.  Quite a 
few participants travelled from BCC to the Anacortes Ferry terminal and to San Juan Island for a trip 
led by Darrel Cowan (UW) on Thursday called "Bedrock Geology of San Juan Island".  The weather 
was great and the Orcas were out!  Friday morning included presentations on interdisciplinary science, 
community service, and exercises to simulate the scientific process.  Presentations were given by Tracy 
Furutani, Bob Filson, Andy Buddington and Rob Viens.  Connie Manson (WA State Dept. of Natural 
Resources) discussed "Educational Resources on the Geology of Washington".  The afternoon session 
included informative talks by Bill Steel (UW) on "The 2001 Nisqually Earthquake", Elizabeth Nesbit 
(UW) on "An Unusual Tertiary Depositional Environment on the Olympic Peninsula", Kathy Troost 
(UW) on "The Geology of the Seattle Area", Matt Brunengo (GeoEngineers, Inc.) on "Geologic 
Accidents".  After a barbeque on the BCC campus, the evening lecture was delivered by Don Brownlee 
(UW) on "Earth: A Unique Place in Space and Time".  Saturday's fieldtrip examined "Lahars of Mt. 
Rainier", led by Pat Pringle (Washington Department of Natural Resources).  Sunday included a double 
trip "Seattle Landslides and the Seattle Fault", led by Bill Nashem (Shannon and Wilson) and Brian 
Sherrod (University of Washington). 
 



 
  

President: 
Jennifer Thomson  
Department of Geology MS-70  
Eastern Washington University  
Cheney, WA 99004  
e-mail: Jennifer.Thomson@mail.ewu.edu 
 

Vice President: 
Andrew Buddington  
Science Department MS 2070  
Spokane Community College  
1810 N Green St.  
Spokane, WA 99217-5399  
e-mail: abuddington@scc.spokane.cc.wa.us 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Robert Christman  
Department of Geology  
Western Washington University  
Bellingham, WA 98225  
e-mail: xman@cc.wwu.edu 

Newsletter Editor:  
Peter Wampler  
Department of Geology  
Oregon State University  
Corvallis, OR 97331 
e-mail: wamplerp@geo.orst.edu 

State Councilors : 
AK  -  Cathy Connor, University of Alaska Southeast,  
          Juneau, AK  
          email: cathy.connor@uas.alaska.edu  
ID  -    Bill Richards 
          North Idaho College, Coeur d'Alene, ID  
          E-mail: brichard@nidc.edu  
          Tom Walker 
          University of Idaho  
          Email: twalker@uidaho.edu  
OR -  Bob Reynolds, Central Oregon Community 
          College, breynolds@cocc.edu   
BC - D.W.L.Smellie, 644 E Keith Rd., North  
        Vancouver, B.C. V7L 1W5, CANADA 
        304-988-4834               
        Mary Lou Bevier, UBC mbevier@eos.ubc.ca 
WA  - Joseph Hull Seattle Central Community 
          College 
          email: jhull@sccd.ctc.edu 

NAGT President (National Level) 
Jill Whitman 
Department of Geosicences  
Pacific Lutheran University  
Tacoma, WA 98447  
whitmaj@plu.edu 
 
OEST Coordinator:  
Ray Myers  
Seattle Pacific University  
Seattle, WA  
(206) 281-2370 
e-mail: remyers@spu.edu  
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