[image: image1.png]AN\

National Association of Geoscience Teachers




[image: image2.jpg]pid



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.wmf]
    


    




[image: image8.wmf]

From the President

Happy 2005! Wow, 2004 sure ended with a series of intense atmospheric and geologic events. Each fall term I teach a natural disasters course and it was downright difficult to keep up with all the “disasters” that occurred worldwide. I like to teach my disasters course during fall term in the hope that maybe the class can catch a hurricane in progress; who could have anticipated four hurricanes in a row hitting the Gulf and Caribbean? So, rather than trying to keep up with all the activity myself, I placed the “burden” on the class. It became one of those rare teaching/learning opportunities where I was able to spontaneously assign simple web projects to the class and have weekly updates provided by class members. With the incredible quality and amount of data being posted on the web so rapidly these days, this became a pretty exciting experience for the students (and me). Almost daily students were actively engaged in reporting about what was happening with regards to geologic and weather events in the U.S. and worldwide. With the Atlantic hurricanes, the students became active hurricane “trackers” and made predictions about hurricane landfall locations. And then of course Mt. St. Helens decided to get into the act. Once again, fantastic data were posted; this time by both the Cascades Volcano Observatory (http://vulcan.wr.usgs.gov/) and the Pacific NW Seismograph Network (http://www.geophys.washington.edu/SEIS/PNSN/). As before, this became a great opportunity for learning about geology. In class, the seismic data from Mt. St. Helens were discussed daily.  It was exciting to see the students enthusiastically interacting and actually making eruption predictions based on the data posted by the CVO and PNSN. Finally, the tsunami disaster in Asia struck.  Although fall term has ended, many of my former students have since come in to discuss the event. Several have commented that during class, they would often question (to themselves) the reality of the death tolls cited from many of the historic “giant” disasters: Bangladesh (1970), Sahaanix (1556), Tangshan (1976), Lisbon (1755), Nevado del Ruiz (1985), etc… The point that several students made was that although these terrible events had occurred in the past, they just couldn’t believe that one of such magnitude would be likely today, considering the advanced technology and information worldwide. The Asian tsunami opened their eyes to many things beyond just the obvious “forces of the Earth”. It brought home the fact that there are many people worldwide that just don’t have the resources or education to combat the natural forces and cycles of the planet. One student summed it up well; “now I realize and appreciate what a class and subject like this (Natural Disasters) really does for people beyond just college credits”. Unfortunately this realization came (to this student and most people across the country) as the result of such terrible human loss. Sadly, this incredible but terrible natural event has become yet another teaching opportunity for us in Earth Science education.

Andy Buddington, Spokane Community College

What’s New in the ‘Section’?
Andy Buddington, Spokane Community College

The Pacific Northwest Section is showing signs of “advanced” life. For the first time in many years we have a full slate of state councilors and “active” officers. The website is fresh and full of information, we have what looks like a great conference planned for June, and people are starting to take initiative in representing the section. Frank Granshaw (Oregon) attended both the OSTA conference and annual GSA meeting on behalf of the section and NAGT. Joe Hull (Washington) attended the national NAST meeting in Seattle on behalf of the section. The only thing we seem to be missing is a bucket full of OEST nominations. Once again it is like pulling teeth from a live tiger but Ron Metzger has a pair of Kevlar gloves, so feel free to send them on! Nonetheless, things are on an active track and I encourage anyone that may be interested in becoming more involved with the section to contact any of the section officers.  We all hope to see you in Coos Bay this June!


2005 NAGT Pacific NW Section Meeting, June 23-25th, 2005
Ron Metzger, Southwestern Oregon Community College
This year’s NAGT Pacific Northwest section meeting will be hosted by Southwestern Community College and will take place in Coos Bay, Oregon.  There is the potential for a pre-meeting trip on June 22nd if people are interested.  Why would you want to come to Coos Bay?  Plain and simple, the field trips.  One day will focus on the local dune fields, which are part of the extensive Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area that stretches from Coos Bay north to Florence.  A second day will focus on the geology of Cape Arago with stops at Fossil Point and Sunset Bay, and culminating with the spectacular angular unconformity at Shore Acres State Park.  Possibilities for the pre-meeting trip include the geology from just north of the California line to around Cape Blanco. We will also have a day devoted to talks, which will conclude with a keynote address and an incredible dinner banquet at the new facility of Black Market Gourmet. For more information, visit the 2005 Conference website at: http://www.socc.edu/dept/geo/nagt_05.html. If you are interested in helping out, contact Ron Metzger (Southwestern Oregon Comm. College, rmetzger@socc.edu). We’re looking forward to seeing you on the Oregon Coast in 2005!  


CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

PNW Section NAGT 2005 Conference

Cassie Strickland, Yakima Valley Community College

June 23rd is the day for talks at this year's conference in beautiful Coos Bay, and we still have some room in the schedule.  Participating in the talks gives us the opportunity to learn from our fellow educators, in addition to keeping current with local research.  Session topics include "Strategies in Earth Science Education", "Issues in Earth Sciences", and "Local Geology".  If you would like to give a talk in one of the aforementioned categories, or submit your own category, please send an abstract in paper or electronic form by April 1st, 2005, to Ron Metzger, Southwestern Oregon Community College, 1988 Newmark Ave., Coos Bay, Oregon,  97420  (rmetzger@socc.edu).  Preference will be given to abstracts that emphasize an interdisciplinary approach to geological research in the Pacific Northwest.

New PNW Section Website!!

Jennifer Thomson, Eastern Washington University

Update on the new Pacific Northwest Section web site – Good news!  I spent some time learning about the CMS (Content Management System) provided by SERC (Science Education Resource Center http://serc.carleton.edu/).  SERC now hosts the National Association of Geoscience Teachers material at http://nagt.org/nagt/.  

Our new web page may be found at: http://nagt.org/nagt/organization/northwest/index.html.  There you will find information about our upcoming section meetings, section officers, newsletters, field guides, etc.  Of course, should you have any suggestions or materials that you would like to see posted on this site, send them directly to:  Jennifer.Thomson@mail.ewu.edu.  


 Don’t WASTE This Teaching Opp!

Sultan Landslide, Dec. 11th, 2004

Andy Buddington, Spokane Community College

Many of you may have seen the video of the December 11th landslide on the Sultan River in Washington State. A group of kayakers had just passed through a narrow canyon that hosted the class IV Marsh Creek rapids. By chance, they got out of their boats and began videotaping the canyon; a second group of kayakers were still upstream. The mass wasting event they caught on tape is pretty exciting. This footage (along with hydrograph data) could be used in the classroom to teach the concepts of mass wasting. To view the video and read about this epic river adventure, go to: http://www.kayakingsucks.com/sultan/sultan.html.


Awards, Grants and Scholarships:

Call for OEST Nominations

Ron Metzger,  Southwestern Oregon Community College

At the section meeting in Wenatchee last summer, several members of our group were surprised at the limited number of nominations received for the prestigious NAGT Outstanding Earth Science Teacher award.  If you were one of the people that mentioned you would have nominated someone had you realized there was a chance they might get recognized, now is the time to dust off the computer and start working on the application.  Please visit the national NAGT website for information on this award and then please send in a nomination for a worthy candidate. (http://www.nagt.org/nagt/programs/oest.html) 

The numbers of nominations for this award are embarrassingly low for sections around the country.  It’s time for our section to make a concerted effort to recognize not only a sectional winner, but also state and provincial winners as well.  If you know someone that should be recognized, please submit the application by May 1, 2005 to: Ron Metzger, Southwestern Oregon Community College, 1988 Newmark Ave., Coos Bay, Oregon 97420.  If you have any additional questions, please contact me at rmetzger@socc.edu.



New State Councilors 

Andy Buddington, Spokane Community College

The Pacific Northwest Section of NAGT has two new state councilors, Shawn Willsey and Tom Lindsay. Shawn is the new state councilor for Idaho. He is a professor of geology at the College of Southern Idaho in Twin Falls and is excited to be here in the Pacific Northwest teaching earth sciences. Tom Lindsay will be the section’s second state councilor for Oregon. He is presently pursuing his PhD in Earth Science Education at Portland State University. Welcome aboard Shawn and Tom!


2004 GSA National Convention, Denver, Colorado

Missed it?  Read all about it!

Frank D. Granshaw, Portland Community College
This Geological Society of America (GSA) conference was the 2004 national meeting of an organization representing over 17,000 geologists, geoscience educators, and other geological professionals.  The GSA is the largest organization of its kind in the United States.  My participation in this conference was as an attendee and as a representative of both Portland Community College and the Northwest Section of NAGT.  Principle activities that I engaged in included attending the NAGT executive council meeting and several geoscience education technical sessions, representing NAGT at the exhibit fair booth, networking during poster sessions and at the exhibit fair, and taking a grant writing workshop conducted by a program officer from NSF.  

Principle NAGT Business, Executive Council Meeting

· The meeting started with a report from Kathy Manduca (Carleton College faculty and past NAGT president) on last year’s activities and the introduction of new council members.  

· Ed Geary (University Corporation for Atmospheric Research) briefly presented the strategic plan for next year, and then put it on the table for a vote.  The plan was unanimously accepted.  

· Ed Geary presented advocacy committee activities for last year and called for volunteers for a committee to draft an NAGT statement on evolution and creationism.  He received several volunteers for this, including me.

· Scott Linemann (Western Washington University) posed the question of how to encourage educational research in geosciences.  One favored suggestion was that community college faculty were perhaps best positioned to do this research.  Scott also asked for and received volunteers to serve on the research committee.  Another idea that was discussed was including research workshops at section conferences.

· Steve Good (West Chester University) presented the activities of the publications committee and fielded a discussion on future direction for JGE (Journal of Geoscience Education).  The discussion included how useable JGE to non-college educators, how to encourage K12 teachers to write articles for JGE, whether or not such articles are appropriate for journal, and what alternate venues might be available for publishing articles that K12 teachers might be interested in.  The discussion seemed to have no resolution.

· Cathy Manduca presented the section activities in the “Year of the Field” and her efforts to revamp the NAGT national website.  After briefly describing some of the major activities of the YOTF, Cathy went on to state that it has the potential for being an ongoing project.  Regarding the web site, Kathy showcased the changes she has made to the site and asked how each section wanted to participate in the site.  No clear decision seemed to have been made.

· John Waggonner presented last years activities of OEST (Outstanding Earth Science Teacher of the Year) and clarified procedural changes that he had been asked about, specifically regarding who can be nominated for OEST and how many awards each candidate can receive.

· Other business discussed during the meeting included general communication, the state of sectional meetings, and reports from a variety of special projects.  One issue that was discussed was how sections catered to K12 teachers.  Apparently some sections do special workshops just for K12 teachers and have had good attendance at these programs.

State/Province Reports and News

British Columbia, Alaska

Nothing to report.


Idaho
Shawn Willsey, State Councilor

Idaho Academy of Science, April 2005

The Annual Meeting and Symposium of the Idaho Academy of Science (IAS) is scheduled for April 7 - 9, 2005 at Northwest Nazarene University in Nampa, Idaho. Papers are invited from all fields of science and teaching of science.  The deadline for submission of information and abstracts is March 10, 2005. More information can be found at http://www.isu.edu/ias/
IESTA, Challis, ID, July 2005

The Idaho Earth Science Teachers Association (IESTA) will conduct their annual summer field workshop at ISU's Lost River Field Station (south of Challis, Idaho) on July 10-15, 2005.  Topics and field trips will be announced soon.  Please contact Jim Cash at Jimisty@msn.com for more information.

ISTA Fall Conference, October 2005

The Idaho Science Teachers Association (ISTA) will hold its fall conference in Pocatello, Idaho concurrent with the Great Rift Science Symposium on October 6-9, 2005.  The Great Rift Science Symposium will be a gathering of scientists, educators, regional community leaders and the general public who share an interest in the unique landforms, biology and history of the great lava desert of Southern Idaho. The conference will include keynote speakers, workshops, presentations, and field trips.  For more information on the symposium contact: Emily Dekker-Fiala, Conference Planner, George Wright Society, efiala@georgewright.org, (906) 487-9722.


Oregon

Frank D. Granshaw, State Councilor

Oregon Science Teachers Association (OSTA) Annual Meeting, October 2004

West Salem High School - Salem Oregon

This was the annual conference for OSTA, a branch of the National Science Teachers Association that represents Oregon K-12 science teachers.   My principal involvement in this conference was to organize and maintain a booth at the exhibitors fair.  Another NAGT member, Mike Goodrich, also from Portland Community College, joined me in this endeavor.  Mike and I estimate that approximately 60 conference attendees visited us.  Approximately ten of those visiting us identified themselves as earth science teachers in middle school or high school, and a slightly larger number said that they taught a significant amount of earth science as part of a general science course.  In addition to providing visitors with past issues of JGSE and membership material, we also had available information about teacher workshops in geology given by Portland State University.  In talking with visitors about the opportunities described in this material, we found the principal points of interest to be the field portion of our annual conferences and the PSU teacher workshops.   A handful of visitors expressed an interest in joining NAGT; nearly all of these are high school earth science teachers.  


Washington

Joe Hull, State Councilor

NAGT, Seattle, November, 2004 

PNW Section Meeting Report

Joe Hull attended the Pacific Northwest section meeting of the National Science Teachers Association in November in Seattle.  Joe wanted to meet earth science K-12 teachers and learn about their challenges and concerns, NOT because he plans to actually do anything, but rather because he was tired of just making stuff up about the K-12 environment during his conversations with President Buddington about articulation between NSTA/WSTA and NAGT.  Joe attended sessions on Thursday and Friday, and managed to buttonhole a number of teachers.  As you might expect, there are as many different types of earth science teachers as there are schools.  Some teach a single general earth science class, others specialize in biology, physics or chemistry, and others have degrees in geology and teach a wide variety of earth science courses (and everything in between).  Their needs are likewise very diverse, however, the dominant theme is (of course): "What do you have that I can use in my classroom, that works for my age and grade, and that relates to either the WASL or the state science standards?"  Joe was impressed by the many enthusiastic teachers he met.

 

Northwest Geological Society

Joe Hull's term as President of the Northwest Geological Society ended December 31.  He is succeeded by George Bennett of SubTerra in North Bend.  If you're not a member, join the NWGS!  Great field trips spring and fall, and wonderful buffet dinners and speakers the 2nd Tuesday of every month during the academic year!

Full-time Instructor Position Available

The Department of Geology, Washington State University, seeks to fill a full-time, permanent Instructor position for our popular introductory Physical Geology course to begin Fall semester 2005.  The successful candidate must have earned a Ph.D. in the geosciences or geoscience education, and demonstrate a commitment to excellence in geoscience teaching. Screening of applicants will begin February 15, 2005. See http://www.wsu.geology/ for more details.


Pacific Northwest Section











“We hope to see you in Coos Bay this June!”








President


Andrew Buddington �Science Department MS 2070 �Spokane Community College �1810 N Green St., Spokane, WA 99217-5399 �ABuddington@scc.spokane.edu





Vice President


Ralph Dawes�Natural Science Division – Geosciences Dept.�Wenatchee Valley College �1300 Fifth Street , Wenatchee, WA  98801 �rdawes@wvc.edu





Secretary/Treasurer


Robert Christman �Department of Geology �Western Washington University �Bellingham, WA 98225 


xman@cc.wwu.edu





Newsletter Editor


Cassandra Strickland�Yakima Valley Community College Grandview�cstrickland@yvcc.edu





State Councilors


AK	Cathy Connor, University of Alaska


      	Southeast, Juneau, AK �      	cathy.connor@uas.alaska.edu 


ID 	Shawn Willsey,


	College of Southern Idaho


	swillsey@csi.edu


OR	Frank Granshaw


	Portland Community College 


	fgransha@pcc.edu  


	Tom Lindsay


	Portland State University


	tcl@pdx.edu


BC	Brett Gilley 


Douglas College


gilleyb@douglas.bc.ca


	Mary Lou Bevier,


      	University of British Columbia 


     	mbevier@eos.ubc.ca


WA	Joseph Hull 


	Seattle Central Community College


	jhull@sccd.ctc.edu


	Jeff Tepper


	University of Puget Sound


	jtepper@ups.edu





Past President & web-site editor


Jennifer Thomson �Department of Geology MS-70 �Eastern Washington University �Cheney, WA 99004 �Jennifer.Thomson@mail.ewu.edu





OEST Coordinator


Ron Metzger


Southwestern Oregon Community College


1988 Newmark Avenue, Coos Bay, OR 97420


rmetzger@southwestern.cc.or.us





NAGT President (national)


P. Geoffrey Feiss


Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences�College of William and Mary


Williamsburg, VA 23187


pgfeis@wm.edu





�





  National Association of Geoscience Teachers














February 2005








National Association of Geoscience Teachers �Pacific Northwest Section Meeting�June 22-25, 2005


Please complete the form below or online (http://www.socc.edu/dept/geo/nagt_05.cfm)  to register for the conference and field trips during the NAGT Pacific Northwest Section Meeting. Send this form and a check made payable to SOCC to: Southwestern Oregon Community College, Attn: Ron Metzger, 1988 Newmark Avenue, Coos Bay, OR 97420. If you have any questions about the 2005 conference please contact Ron Metzger - Geology Professor at Southwestern Oregon Community College, 541-888-7216 or e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:rmetzger@socc.edu" ��rmetzger@socc.edu�





Last Name:�
�
First Name, Middle Initial:�
�
Email address:�
�
Address Line 1:�
�
Address Line 2:�
�
City:�
State:�
Zip:�
�
Phone:�
�
Please check ALL items you plan on attending. Each event is $25 before May 15, 2005 and $30 each after May 15, 2005�
( Wed., June 22nd (Field trip w/lunch)


( Thurs., June 23rd (Conference w/lunch & dinner)


( Fri., June 24th (Field trip w/lunch)


( Sat., June 25th (Field trip w/lunch)�
�
Any additional comments or special dietary needs:�
�
�






“It’s time...to make a concentrated effort to recognize...winners”








Sediments of the Eocene Coaledo Fm. at Cape Arago exhibit distinctive erosion patterns and large concretions.  Photo by Cassie Strickland.





An angular unconformity between the Eocene Coaledo Fm and overlying Pleistocene terrace deposits is exposed at Shore Acres State Park, OR.  Photo by Ron Metzger.





Dunes at Oregon National Rec. Area.  Photo by Ron Metzger.
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