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From the President


Last year was a relatively good year for the Pacific Northwest Section. Our overall membership numbers remained steady, and in fact, we may have gained some new members from the Wenatchee conference last June. Our section budget also remains healthy and intact. Most encouraging of all, there seems to be “some” increased interest from individuals toward participating in Section functions.

After discussions with many of the Section members, our goals remain the same: to keep offering the annual conference along with ample field trip opportunities from various locations around the Pacific Northwest. I’m thrilled to announce that next year’s annual conference is already in the planning stages and will be held in beautiful Coos Bay (hosted by Southern Oregon Community College) along the southwest coast of Oregon. The 2005 conference will offer a variety of spectacular field trips focusing on coastal geomorphology as well as Northwest natural history and Cenozoic tectonics. For more information, see the announcement below.

Last winter there was a call for Section elections, asking for those interested to submit their names for the various officer, councilor, and committee positions available. Unfortunately we didn’t receive one response (other than those willing to stay on in their present positions). From my point of view, that was very disappointing and I must admit that I seriously questioned where this section was going. The good news, however, is that after some arm-twisting and “delicate” persuasion, several individuals stepped up to volunteer for some of the positions available. I reluctantly decided to stay on as President for another term and I’m happy to announce that Ralph Dawes (Wenatchee Valley College) is now our new Section Vice President. We also have new State Councilors including Frank Granshaw (Portland CC) who will be representing Oregon, Jeff Tepper (University of Puget Sound) as a second councilor for Washington, and Brett Gilley (Douglas College) as a second councilor for British Columbia. We’re still in desperate need of councilors for Idaho. We would also like to find some folks willing to be second councilors for Oregon and Alaska. So, if you are interested or know of anyone that might be interested, please contact me or Ralph (see the Section website for email addresses). In fact, the duties are relatively innocuous and it is a painless way to get involved with the Section. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank those people that have been active with the Section and who have volunteered their time as officers or councilors. I want to also thank Rob Viens (Bellevue CC) for his work as the Section Vice President, and Peter Wampler (OSU) as Newsletter Editor (see below). Finally, I’d like to extend a sincere thank you to Ralph and Cheryl Dawes for the absolutely wonderful job they did in putting together the 2004 Section Conference at Wenatchee Valley College. It was a huge success with fantastic field trips, discussions about geology, and sessions on geoscience education. We saw many of the “old” faithful but also many new faces. Once again the annual conference brought out the best that our Section has to offer and I hope that we can continue the effort for many years to come.

Andy Buddington, Spokane Community College

NAGT-NW Section – June 17-19 2004 Meeting Review
Dr. Tark Hamilton, Camosun College, Victoria, B.C.

I had the great pleasure of meeting the members of the NW-Section NAGT last June at the conference and field trips in Wenatchee, WA. I found the meeting and papers presentation extremely relevant to my own undergraduate level geoscience teaching. The ideas, courses, projects, student success stories and case histories were a gift equal to several years’ worth of teaching and experimentation. 
The conference was well planned and organized by Ralph and Cheryl Dawes. The balance of relevant educational content, field trips and geo-social activities was superb and there wasn’t a slack minute or an activity that didn’t come off as planned. The geo-social highlights were the “Terroir” lecture and wine tasting (by Scott Burns, PSU) that naturally led into a fine catered dinner, a cruise on Lake Chelan and a boisterously wet raft trip down the moderate white waters of the Wenatchee River.
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2004 Meeting attendees enjoy a fieldtrip to the Methow Pipestone area.  Photo by Ralph Dawes. 

For me the best part was the several days’ worth of field trips. These were all led by knowledgeable experts and experienced hands at the geology being visited and discussed. Eric Cheney led 2 days through the stratigraphy, tectonics and development of the Tertiary Wenatchee Basin – Chumstick Graben. His fieldwork and garrulous approach to field mapping and geological controversy was memorable. Steve Reidel led the Columbia River Basin/Basalts portion giving a real first hand appreciation for the stratigraphy of the basalts and the scale of the volcanological and sedimentological processes involved. Being well versed in the geology of his own back yard, Ralph Dawes led us through the local environs from the Lake Chelan metamorphic complex to the glacial geology. Ralph Haugerud revisited his old map area east of the Cascades and gave us the development of the Cretaceous Basin and structural deformation around Winthrop. The tail of the final North Cascades field trip was at the summit on the North Cascades Highway looking at everything from the intrusive rapikivi granites to the glacial and quaternary geology led by John Riedel, the park Geologist. Everything was well referenced and good use was made of published works. The outcrops were exemplary, the observation and discussion was intense and the professional and collegial atmosphere throughout helped make this one of the most memorable and useful field conferences I have ever attended.

Above all, the common purpose of teaching-oriented devotion to geology stood out. For a convivial and professional experience, the NW-NAGT section and this year’s participants get a grand huzzah! This group has the expertise, membership, experience and devotion to be truly vibrant and supporting. It is a great group to join for all these reasons and the people are the finest kind.


MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!

2005 NAGT Pacific Northwest Section Meeting
Ron Metzger, Southwestern Oregon Community College

The Pacific Northwest section meeting of the NAGT is scheduled to take place in Coos Bay, Oregon, on June 23-25, 2005.  Why would you want to come to Coos Bay?  Plain and simple, the field trips!  One day will focus on the local dune fields, which are part of the extensive Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area that stretches from Coos Bay north to Florence.  A second day will focus on the geology of Cape Arago, with stops at Fossil Point and Sunset Bay, and culminating with the spectacular angular unconformity at Shore Acres State Park.  There is the potential for a pre-meeting trip on June 22nd if people are interested.  Possibilities for a pre-meeting trip include the geology from just north of the California line to around Cape Blanco.  

We will also have a day devoted to talks, so as the date draws closer, more information about abstracts and deadlines will be posted.  Looking forward to seeing you on the Oregon Coast!  For more information, or if you are interested in helping out, contact Ron Metzger, rmetzger@socc.edu).



Conference Guidebooks and Videos

Guidebooks for field trips from the previous 4 conferences before Wenatchee 2004 (Spokane, Portland, Bellevue, Juneau) are still available.  Please visit the NAGT website for ordering information. The guidebook for the Wenatchee 2004 meeting will probably be ready for sale this fall.

For more information on section meetings, including guidebooks, go to:

http://www.csmt.ewu.edu/csmt/geol/thomson/nagt/nagtnw.html
To order guidebooks directly, go to:

http://seattlecentral.org/faculty/jhull/nagt.html 

If anyone is interested in obtaining a videocassette of the 10 talks presented at the Juneau 2003 meeting, please contact Joe Hull (jhull@sccd.ctc.edu).  We are exploring the possibility of making this videotape available to the public, and would like to evaluate the demand (if any) for this video.

Awards, Grants and Scholarships

Call for Applications

Once again we’d like to remind everyone of the opportunities for grants, scholarships, etc., offered by NAGT. The following is a list of awards and grants given each year by NAGT:

· OEST (Outstanding Earth Science Teacher) Award: sectional awards to state or province K-12 nominees

· Neil Miner Award: given annually to an exceptional professor of geoscience

· Dorothy LaLonde Stout NAGT Professional Development Grants: three grants awarded annually
· James Shea Award: annually for writing or editing achievements
· Outstanding Teachers Assistant Award: annually to undergrad and grad TA’s
· NAGT Field Study Scholarships
· USGS/NAGT Cooperative Field Training Program
For more information on grants and awards, visit the NAGT national website at: http://www.nagt.org/.

Dorothy LaLonde Stout-

NAGT Professional Development Grant

Andy Buddington, Spokane Community College

Congratulations to Cassandra Strickland (Pacific Northwest Section) for receiving a 2004 Dorothy LaLonde 
Stout NAGT Professional Development Grant. Cassie, an instructor of geology and geography at Yakima Valley Community College’s Grandview campus (and new editor of the section newsletter), was awarded the grant to help develop a new historical geology laboratory.  Concerning her award, Cassie had to say:  “I am very excited and grateful that now, thanks to the NAGT and the Dorothy LaLonde Stout PDG, I can afford to create a comprehensive historical geology lab.  My students have often requested that this class be offered at their campus, and I am happy to finally be able to do so!”
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The Spring YVCC Grandview class, on a field trip to Gingko Petrified Forest State Park, poses for the NAGT.  Photo by Cassie Strickland.

Pacific Northwest Section 

OEST Award Winner

Ron Metzger,

 Southwestern Oregon Community College

Congratulations to Pat Ellis of Richland, WA, the 2004 Pacific Northwest section winner of the NAGT Outstanding Earth Science Teacher (OEST) Award.  Pat has taught elementary school for 29 years and has made a lasting impact on many of her students In fact, Pat’s nomination was from a local geologist whose 2 children were both former students.  The local geologist, who also volunteers with the school’s 2nd grade class, was inspired by Pat’s effect on students.  Pat is described as a passionate educator and life-long learner who continually strives to find new and innovative methods for getting students excited and involved in the learning process.  

As you receive this newsletter, Section science teachers are being alerted to the 2005 OEST Award.  If you know of a worthy candidate PLEASE take the time to put together a nomination for them.  Nominating a worthy teacher is as easy as contacting their school principal and directing them to the national OEST website and nomination form (http://www.nagt.org/OEST.html). Several individuals at the sectional meeting in Wenatchee said they knew of worthy candidates but didn’t nominate them because they figured that there would be a large number of applicants.  The number of OEST nominations has been down in all sections.  We have the ability to award state/provincial winners in addition to the section winner.   If you have any questions please contact me at rmetzger@socc.edu.


From the NAGT President:

Greetings Pacific NW Section

Congratulations on another successful conference and field trip.  This year as we focus on the role of field trips in NAGT, your section activities provide a model of the important role that field trips can play both in our professional development and in building strong collegial relationships.  I want to encourage you to write about the role of field trips in your teaching in the upcoming special volume of JGE "Teaching in the Field". Submissions are due February 1.  Look for forthcoming information on the website.

As I reflect on the activities of the executive committee this year, one of the most exciting is the development of an integrated action plan based on the strategic plan we adopted last fall.  Highlights of this plan in my mind include its focus on professional development, communication, and advocacy.  In addition to maintaining our current strong programs, the executive committee proposes two new working groups: an Earth Science Education Policy group that will work with the society to articulate its position on key issues relating to Science Education and an Education Research group that will work to increase our membership's understanding of and contribution to education research in the geosciences.   Another focus for increased activity is joint national/sectional activities that benefit NAGT members on both scales.

As a result of the strategic planning process, we have also started a study of our membership.  You will find with your ballot and dues renewal a NAGT Database Questionnaire.  This information is important as we try to up-date the membership database and learn how to better serve the membership.  We urge you to return the form.

You can view the Strategic Plan and Action agenda on the NAGT website.  We encourage you to comment on the action plan and agenda by sending remarks either to your section president or to me.   Final discussion and adoption will take place at our council meeting this fall. You may send comments either to me (cmanduca@carleton.edu) or to your section president.

I hope the start of school is going well for all.  Happy Fall!
Dr. Cathy Manduca

NAGT President

Director Science Education Resource Center
Carleton College


Pacific Northwest Section Election Results

Andy Buddington, Spokane Community College

New Section Officers:

· Vice President – Ralph Dawes, Wenatchee Valley College

· Newsletter Editor – Cassandra Strickland, Yakima Valley Community College

· Oregon State Councilor – Frank Granshaw, Portland Community College

· Washington State Councilor - Jeff Tepper, University of Puget Sound

· British Columbia Province Councilor – Brett Gilley, Douglas College

Peter Wampler Passes the Mouse…… 

After several years as the Section Newsletter Editor, Peter Wampler has moved on to take a tenure track position at Grand Valley State University in Allendale, Michigan. We would like to thank Peter for all his hard work over the years and on behalf of the Section, wish him the best of success at his new position. Peter will make a fantastic geoscience professor.

I’m thrilled to announce that Cassandra Strickland is the new Pacific Northwest Section Newsletter Editor. Cassandra teaches at Yakima Valley College (Grandview Campus) and is excited about working as Editor for the Section. For contributions to the newsletter, Cassandra can be reached at: cstrickland@yvcc.eduWelcome aboard Cassandra!

Section Website

Andy Buddington, Spokane Community College
Check out the Section website:  (http://www.csmt.ewu.edu/csmt/geol/thomson/nagt/nagtnw.html). Jenny Thomson (Section Website Coordinator, Eastern WA University) has added many new items along with news and conference updates. For those of you that missed the 2003 or 2004 Section conferences, there are new photo galleries from Juneau and Wenatchee. A particularly exciting addition is the link to Tom Braziunas’s (North Seattle CC) site that offers high quality field trip video clips from the 2004 Wenatchee conference. These clips are great because they capture the key points from many of the field trips. Thanks to Tom for his outstanding work putting these together. 

Please, if you have any contributions, announcements, or suggestions for the Section website, contact Jenny Thomson, at Jennifer.Thomson@mail.ewu.edu.

State/Province Reports and News

British Columbia, Idaho

Nothing to report.

Oregon

2004 OSTA

The Oregon Science Teachers Association (OSTA) annual conference is entitled "Bringing Science Home."  It is being held October 8th in conjunction with the statewide in-service day for K-12 teachers. The conference will be in Salem, Oregon, at West Salem High School.  More information is available at http://www.oregonscience.org/. Jodie Harnden, Sunridge Middle School, Pendleton, Oregon. 

Washington

National Science Teachers Association –

Northwestern Area Conference

The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) Northwestern Area Convention will be in Seattle November 18-20.  The meetings are interesting and practical and I have learned a lot of ways to include research projects and new themes in my classes.  For NSTA conference information, go to www.nsta.org/conventions.  Betty Lyons, Bellevue Community College.
Tenure-Track Position Available

Central Washington University will be conducting a search in 2004-05 for a full-time tenure-track position in Earth Science Education at the Assistant or Associate Professor level. The position will be a joint appointment in the Department of Geological Sciences and the Science Education Program, and will begin in September 2005. A detailed job announcement will be publicized later this fall and posted at www.geology.cwu.edu. Please contact Lisa Ely (ely@cwu.edu, 509-963-2177) if you would like to receive the full job announcement via e-mail once it is approved.

Washington Meetings of Interest

· The Northwest Geological Society's fall field trip will visit the Pasco Basin on 16-17 October 2004.  The field trip is open to members only! To join (only $20 bucks a year! $10 for students!!), contact Alicia Musselman (aligeo1@comcast.net) 

· The Columbia Basin Geological Society meets on the first Tuesday of the month at the REI building in Spokane. Contact Robert Derkey (509-3597857) for program information. 


Alaska

Alaska Meetings of Interest 

Cathy Connor, University of Alaska, southeast Juneau

· The Alaska Geological Society held their annual Technical Conference on May 7, 2004, at the University of Alaska, Anchorage.  For more information access http://www.alaskageology.org/conference/.
· The Math and Science Conference for Alaskan educators will be held at Pike's Landing, in Fairbanks, AK, on October 14-16, 2004
· The Glacier Bay Science Symposium will be held at Centennial Hall in Juneau, Alaska, on October 26-28, 2004, and is sponsored by the National Park
Service. http://www.nps.gov/akso/symposium.htm. 

Pacific Northwest Section














President


Andrew Buddington �Science Department MS 2070 �Spokane Community College �1810 N Green St. �Spokane, WA 99217-5399 �� HYPERLINK "mailto:abuddington@scc.spokane.edu" ��abuddington@scc.spokane.edu�





Vice President


Ralph Dawes�Natural Science Division – Geosciences Dept.�Wenatchee Valley College �1300 Fifth Street 


Wenatchee, WA  98801 ��HYPERLINK "mailto:rdawes@wvc.edu"��rdawes@wvc.edu�





Secretary/Treasurer


Robert Christman �Department of Geology �Western Washington University �Bellingham, WA 98225 


�HYPERLINK "mailto:xman@cc.wwu.edu"��xman@cc.wwu.edu�





Newsletter Editor


Cassandra Strickland�Yakima Valley Community College �500 W. Main Street


Grandview, WA  98930 ��HYPERLINK "mailto:cstrickland@yvcc.edu"��cstrickland@yvcc.edu�





State Councilors


AK	Cathy Connor, University of Alaska


      	Southeast, Juneau, AK �      	�HYPERLINK "mailto:cathy.connor@uas.alaska.edu"��cathy.connor@uas.alaska.edu� 


ID 	vacant


OR	Frank Granshaw


	Portland Community College 


	�HYPERLINK "mailto:fgransha@pcc.edu"��fgransha@pcc.edu�  


BC	Brett Gilley 


Douglas College


� HYPERLINK "mailto:gilleyb@douglas.bc.ca" �gilleyb@douglas.bc.ca�


	Mary Lou Bevier,


      	University of British Columbia 


     	�HYPERLINK "mailto:mbevier@eos.ubc.ca"��mbevier@eos.ubc.ca�


WA	Joseph Hull Seattle Central Community College


	�HYPERLINK "mailto:jhull@sccd.ctc.edu"��jhull@sccd.ctc.edu�


	Jeff Tepper


	University of Puget Sound


	� HYPERLINK "mailto:jtepper@ups.edu" �jtepper@ups.edu�





Past President & web-site editor


Jennifer Thomson �Department of Geology MS-70 �Eastern Washington University �Cheney, WA 99004 ��HYPERLINK "mailto:jthomson@ewu.edu"��jthomson@ewu.edu�





OEST Coordinator


Ron Metzger


Southwestern Oregon Community College


1988 Newmark Avenue �Coos Bay, OR 97420-2912


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rmetzger@southwestern.cc.or.us" ��rmetzger@southwestern.cc.or.us�





NAGT President (national)


Cathryn Manduca 


Director, Science Education Resource Center 


Carleton College 


Northfield, MN 55057 


507-646-7096 


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:cmanduca@carleton.edu" �cmanduca@carleton.edu�








�





  National Association of Geoscience Teachers














September 2004

















NAGT-Sponsored Workshops & Sessions 


2004 GSA Annual Meeting Denver, CO


November 7-10, 2004


� HYPERLINK "http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/2004/" ��http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/2004/�





Topical Sessions covering Geoscience Education include the sessions T-107 to T-142 (14 sponsored by NAGT). Check out the GSA website provided; there are many interesting Geoscience education sessions to be presented.





Saturday, November 6th �- 9:00 a.m. – Noon		NAGT Executive Committee.�- 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 	NAGT Council.


- 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 	"Geoscience Education" Reception      


co-sponsored by NAGT, DLESE, Cutting Edge, GSA Division of Geoscience Education, and GSA Education Department.


- 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 	Presidential Address and Awards.�


Sunday, November 7th �- 7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 	Presidential Students’ Breakfast.�- 11:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 	NAGT and GSA Geoscience 


Education Division Luncheon.


�Monday, November 8th �- 7:15 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 	NAGT past Presidents’ Breakfast.�- 8:00 a.m. – Noon 		AGI Meeting.�- 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.	NAGT Executive Committee (will 


 session; lunch included).


- 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 	NAGT/USGS Cooperative Summer 


Field Program.
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